THOMAS CHALONER

[Born 1595. ^ Regicide. M.P. for Richmond in Yorkshire 1645-
1653. Commissioner in Munster 1647. He was one of Charles Fs
judges, and although he was absent on the last day, when sentence
was given, he signed the death warrant. Councillor of State 1651.
In 1653, at the violent dissolution of the Long Parliament, Cromwell
called him a drunkard. M.P. for Scarborough 1659. Excluded from
pardon 1660. Died 1661.]
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CHALONER, Esq., was a well bred Gentleman,
and of very good naturall parts, and of an agreable Humor.
He had the accomplishments of Studies at home, and
Travells in France, Italie and Germanic.
Riding a-hunting in Yorkshire (where the AUurn Workes
now are) on a Common, he tooke notice of the soyle and
herbage, and tasted the water, and found it to be like that where
he had seen the Allum workes in Germanic. Wherupon he gott
a Patent of the King (Charles I) for an Allum-worke (which
was the first that ever was in England) which was worth to
him two thousand pounds per annum, or better; but some
Courtiers did thinke the Profitt too much for him, and prevailed
so with the King, that, notwithstanding the Patent aforesayd,
he graunted a Moietie, or more, to another (a courtier) which
was the reason that made Mr. Chaloner so interest himselfe
for the Parliament-cause, and, in revenge, to be one of the King's
Judges.
He was as far from a Puritan as the East from the West.
He was of the Naturall Religion, and of Henry Martyn's Gang,
and one who loved to enjoy the pleasures of this life. He was
(they say) a good Scholar, but he wrote nothing that I hearc
of, onely an anonymous pamphlett An Account of the Discovery
o/Moyses's Tombe ; which was written very wittily. It was about
1652. It did sett the Witts of all the Rabbis of the Assembly
then to worke, and 'twas a pretty while before the Shamtne was
detected.
He had a trick sometimes to goe into Westminster-hall
in a morning in Terme-time, and tell some strange story (Sham)
and would come thither again about n or 12 to have the
pleasure to heare how it spred; and sometimes it would be
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